Simple Seder /Last Supper Celebration for Families

Sources:	Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22:7 - 23; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Materials: 	Two candles 
		Crucifix	
		Matches
		A Bible
Matzo (recipe below) or unleavened bread, crackers will do if matzo bread isn’t available, but they love it)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Something to drink (any juice or water)
	
Ask the children to set the table with a white cloth, plates, and cups. Dim the lights.
Set the Bread the Drink in the center of the table.
Light the candles

Reader 1 - Right before Jesus died and rose, He celebrated a special meal with His friends.  They were Jews so they celebrated a meal, or feast, called Passover.  Everyone came to Jerusalem and celebrated this feast with his friends and family in their homes.  

Preparation for Passover: Jesus asked Peter and John to prepare a room for the meal.  They asked where, and Jesus told them to follow the man with a water jug, and to ask the owner of the home that he enters.  “Where is the guest room where I might eat the Passover with my disciples?”  He will show you an upper room.  Make preparation there.  They left and found everything just as Jesus told them.   

Like all Jews of Israel, they praised God during the meal but at this meal Jesus said something different.  He took the bread and said, “This is my body.” He took the cup and said, “This is my blood.”

Reader 2 (Better if read from the Bible) - Luke 22:8-23 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”
9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.
10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.”
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
Reflection Question:  What if you were a friend of Jesus and He said this to you. What would you think? Would you understand Him?

Allow the children to serve the bread and drink to everyone at the table. Enjoy the conversation just as Jesus would have with his apostles.
Reader: Luke 22:39-46   Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.
Jesus was then arrested in the garden, taken to trial, and accused of a crime he didn’t commit. He was beaten, forced to carry the cross, crucified and left to die on the cross.
Place a cross in the middle of the table and the two candles moved on either side.

Sit in silent prayer for a few moments after the end of the reading, 

Reader – We know that the story doesn’t end there either. For we know that “Christ has died and Christ has risen.”

Choose a song to sing

Put out candles.


Matzah Bread Recipe

2 cups of wheat flour
1 cup white flour
4 teaspoons baking powder
½ c. shorting
1 ½ c. milk
1/3 c. honey

Mix ingredients together, form a large circle with dough on a cookie sheet. Bake at 350 for 12 – 15 minutes. 

